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The Rule and Constitutions of

the Confraternity of Penitents

have been recognized by the

Bishop of the Diocese of

Providence, RI, USA, in these

words:

"I wish to affirm my support of

the Confraternity of Penitents

(CFP), specifically its members’

commendable efforts to live

according to the First Rule of

the Third Order of Saint Francis

of 1221, as outlined in the CFP’s

own Constitutions. . . . I have

subsequently confirmed the

Confraternity’s canonical status

as a ‘private association of the

faithful.’ . . . Grateful for the

Confraternity’s good example,

and extending to you my

special blessing, I remain,

Sincerely yours, Thomas J.

Tobin, Bishop of Providence”

(11 February 2009)
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The Confraternity of Penitents 

meets in local groups as well 

as via the Internet and 

through postal mail.

Formation in the lifestyle is 

four years.  All lessons are on 

line was well as in a Handbook published by the Confraternity.

There are no dues or fees. 

Please contact us for more information
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Confraternity of Penitents

520 Oliphant Lane

Middletown RI USA 02842

copenitents@yahoo.com

401/849-5421
www.penitents.org
______Locally contact:_______
Confraternity of 

Penitents
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A Private Catholic Lay 

Association of the 

Faithful, Fulfilling the 

Catholic Church's Call to 

Penance in the Modern 

World
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"You shall love the Lord your 

God with your whole heart, with 

your whole soul, and with all 

your mind, (and) you shall love 

your neighbor as yourself."  

(Jesus’ words as recorded in 

Matthew 22:37-38)
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WHY PENANCE?

        Jesus  called all  people to repentance.

"Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming

the gospel of God:

'This is the time of fulfillment.

The kingdom of God is at hand.

Repent, and believe in the

gospel.'" (Mark 1:14-15)

Penance   means  "conversion,"   a 

turning  away from  sinful ways  to  

doing   things   God's  way.    Many 

people  want  to   do  this  but  find 

that the discipline  and persistence 

needed is somewhat  difficult.  The 

Confraternity of Penitents exists to  

help  Roman Catholics  persist in  a 

day to day love of and service to 

God.



Ascension of Christ as Depicted on the

San Damiano Crucifix 






RECOGNITION �











CONFRATERNITY OF PENITENTS: FULFILLING THE CHURCH'S CALL TO PENANCE WITH LOVE














The San Damiano Crucifix, symbol of the Confraternity of Penitents





Way of Life





Members of the Confraternity of Penitents live a religious Rule of Life in their own homes. This lifestyle incorporates prayer including the Divine Office, fasting and abstinence, simplicity of life, and works of mercy.  The purpose of the lifestyle is to give the penitent the discipline to turn more fully to God.





Saint Francis





Saint  Francis   gave  our  Rule   to 


His   lay  followers  in  1221.     Our Constitutions adapt this to modern life.
































Governance





We are governed by our Minister General, and international Council, subject to our Visitor, a priest appointed or approved by the Diocese of Providence, RI, USA.





Location





Confraternity members live in most of the states of the United States and several nations worldwide.





Orthodoxy





The Confraternity of Penitents is completely loyal to the Pope, the Magisterium and Church doctrine.

















Do you seek


+    a deeper prayer life?


+ a more God-centered lifestyle?


+ a way to serve others?


All in communion with other Catholics of like mind?


Pray about the CFP and "Do whatever He tells you." (Jn 2:5)








